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DEATH-ROLL.

MRr. SamueL Laing was the second Viking-Jarl of the Club. He
was born at Edinburgh in 1812, and died at Sydenham in the course
of last year, being consequently in his 87th year. He has been
described as '* the most distinguished Orkneyman of the century,
and his career was certainly a brilliant and varied one. He came
of a talented family, his father, Samuel Laing of Papdale, being
the translator of Snorri Sturlasson’s ‘** Heimskringla,” and the author of
able works on the social and political state of several European countries,
which ranked as models of their kind and were frequently quoted as
authorities by John Stuart Mill and other writers. His uncle, Malcolm
Laing, also achieved literary fame by his ‘** History of Scotland from the
Union of the Crowns to the Union of the Kingdoms.” He entered at
St. John's College, Cambridge, and took his degree in 1832, eminently dis-
tinguished as Second Wrangler and second Smith’s prizeman. St. John's
elected him a Fellow in 1834, but Mr. Laing subsequently entered at
Lincoln's Inn, where he was called to the Bar in 1840. In the following
year he became private secretary to Mr. Labouchere (afterwards Lord
Taunton), then President of the Board of Trade; and upon the foundation
of the Railway Department of the Board he was appointed secretary, and
thenceforth distinguished himself as a railway legislator under the suc-
cessive presidencies of Mr. Gladstone and Lord Dalhousie. In 1834 he
published ** A Report on British and Foreign Railways,” and gave much
valuable evidence before a committee of the House of Commons on rail-
ways. In 1845 he was nominated a member of the Railway Commission
presided over by Lord Dalhousie, and drew up the chief reports on the
railway schemes of that period. Inthereport of the Commission presented
to Parliament in 1846, which Mr. Laing prepared, his own ideas prevailed
as largely as his words.

In 1847 Mr. Laing resigned his post at the Board of Trade, and estab-
lished himself at the Parliamentary bar, where he soon gained a large
practice. In 1848 he was offered and accepted the post of chairman and
managing director of the Brighton Railway, and piloted it through a sea
of difficulties into safe water. In 1852 Mr. Laing became chairman of the
Crystal Palace Co., from which he retired in 1855, as well as from the
Brighton Co., but resumed his connection with the latter in 1867, and
again restored prosperity to the undertaking. He continued to be chair-
man of the Company until his death. The only other companies of im-
portance with which he was connected were the Railway Share Trust
(Limited) and the Railway Debenture Trust (Limited), of both of which
he was chairman.

Politics had for several years been occupying more or less of Mr. Laing’s
attention, and in July, 1852, he was elected in the Liberal interest for the
Northern Burghs, which he continued to represent till 1857. During the
Crimean War he was offered, but declined, the Under-Secretaryship for
War. He was re-elected to Parliament in 1859. He accepted under
Lord Palmerston the post of Financial Secretary to the Treasury, which
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he held till October, 1860, when he proceeded to India as Finance Minister.
Returned thence after a stay of a little over two years, he was once more
elected in July, 1865, to the Northern Burghs, but failed to secure a seat
in the election of 1868, but in 1873 was returned for Orkney and Shetland.
He was returned again without opposition in 1874, and re-elected in 1880.
At the election of 1885 he retired from public life. Mr. Laing was a Home
Ruler, and published a pamphlet on ‘* Rational Radicalism ” in 1883,

Throughout his life he took interest in scientific subjects, and in 1863,
in collaboration with the late Professor Huxley, he published a work on
* Prehistoric Remains in Caithness.” In 1883, the year of his retirement, he
published ‘* Modern Science and Modern Thought,” of which over twenty
thousand copies were sold. It was followed in 1870 by *‘ Problems of the
Future,” and in 1892 by '* Human Origins.” Of his other writings may
be mentioned ““ A Modern Zoroastrian " (another volume of essays) and
‘* A Sporting Quixote "’ (a novel).

He was offered the post of Lord Lieutenant of Orkney and Shetland b Y
Mr. Gladstone, but declined it owing to his advanced age. The offer
was then made to his son, Mr. Malcolm A. Laing, who accepted it. Mr.
Laing married in 1841 a daughter of Captain Cowan, R.A. His eldest
surviving son is Mr. Malcolm A. Laing, formerly a captain in the 14th
Hussars, and Lord Lieutenant of Orkney and Shetland ; and a daughter,
Mrs. Edward Kennard, is well known as a writer of sporting novels. He
took a great interest in the affairs of the Club, but his advancing years
prevented an active participation.









