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As a slight addition to Mr. Knox's contribution to Manx history, I quote
the following description of the Manxland people from the observations of
a recent traveller :—

““In appearance and character the native Manx resemble the Highlanders of
Scotland rather than the Welsh, or even the Irish; perhaps, in the latter case,
from the greater proportion of the Norse element in their nature, ‘They are not a
tall race, a tall man being a rarity among them ; but they are a broad, strongly-
built race, so much so, indeed, that it was remarked that a body of Manxmen,
raised as a militia during the Revolutionary War with France, occupied more
ground than an equal number of men from any other British regiment. But small
as the country is—only a little more than thirty miles from end to end—there is yet
noticeable a marked distinction between the inhabitants of its two extremities, the
island being in this respect, as in others, a strange parallel to its greater neighbour
to the eastward. In the south, the natives are dark-complexioned, with black hair
and eyes ; in the north, they are fair, with light, often red, hair. There are also
marked differences in the native language of the two districts, differences so great
as to affect their pronunciation of the English language, and amounting almost to
dialectical peculiarities. So great, altogether, is the difference in appearance, in
speech, and in habits, that it is commonly easy to distinguish between the natives
of the two districts.”

ATTENTION may be called to the *“ Report of Manuscripts in the Welsh
Language,” the first volume of which has recently been issued by the
Historical Manuscripts Commission. The manuscripts are those of the
famous Mostyn Hall collection, and may possibly be found of use in
furnishing the earlier forms of Norse place-names now hidden beneath
the later Cymric overlay.

AN interesting book is that written by Mr. H. Bullock Hall, and pub-
lished by Macmillan, entitled, '* The Romans on the Riviera and the
Rhine.”” The writer champions the view first advanced by Baron de
Belloguet in 1869 (** Ethnogénie Gauloise "), that the '‘ fair Celts' of the
classic writers were of German stock, and a race different from the major
portion of the population of ancient and modern France. The Welsh and
Bretons are defined as Iberians, as are the Basques, and both Iberians and
Ligurians are regarded as branches of an ancient race settled for upwards
of three thousand years in their present possessions a'ong the shores of the
Mediterranean. If the ‘* yellow-haired Celts" of Gaul are to be removed
from the Gallic family, so must the * yellow-haired '’ fionna, and similar
races of Ireland and Scotland, which is, of course, only what has been
contended long since by myself and many others in this country.

THE “ champion of lost causes "’ may have our admiration and our pity,
but he can hardly have our praise. Therefor the words of Lord Russell
of Killowen, in presiding at the meeting of the Irish Literary Society, are
perfectly fit and proper. It is impossible to revive the Gaelic tongue in
this day, and hence the futility of seeking to do so. The Gael in England,
Scotland, and Ireland, when he lost the overlordship of his native land,
lost the power of perpetuating his tongue. When, furthermore, he survives
as a mere fraction in numbers, to the alien intruders, the attempt to
revive his former language and predominance is absurd. In England the
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unmixed Gael is found nowhere but in small isolated communities. In
Scotland his proportion to the rest of the population is perhaps one-fifth,.
The rest of the population in the lowlands, in the northern highlands, and
in the islands, is Saxon or Scandinavian. In ireland the unmixed Gael
forms hardly one-third the population, the rest being Danes and Saxons (of
English or Scotch origin). In Wales likewise the non-Welsh element is
nearly half the whole population. Forming, then, a mere fringe of the
population of Great Britain, his cause undoubtedly is a lost one, as an
independent entity, and his only possible future is incorporation into the
dominant elements of the population, whether he likes it or not.

THis natural conclusion makes the absurdity the greater, not only of the
attempt to revive Gaelic, but to induce the disuse of the terms ‘* English "
and * England,” and the substitution therefor of those of * British ** and
" Britain.” If the term * English ' applied to a Gael is a misnomer, so is
the term *“ Briton "’ applied to an Englishman and a Lowland Scotchman
equally incorrect. It isa greater fault, indeed, to use these suggested terms ;
because, as we have shown, the vastly larger proportion of the population
of these isles is non-Gaelic. If prejudice is done by the use of an inexact
term, it is surely less applied to a minority than to a majority. Moreover,
the case for the Gaels is the weaker from the probable fact that numbers
who signed the petition for the use of the terms ‘' British ' and ** Britain "
are, unknown to themselves, not Gaels, but Saxon I.owlanders. Ignorance
as to the actual component elements of the population of Scotland is as
widespread in England as it is in Scotland ; hence the fact that many
writers indiscriminately describe all Scotchmen as Gaels and all Irish as
Celts or Gaels. As regards Scotland, the language of the lowlands, of
Burns, Ramsey, and all the vernacular poets and writers, in short, the
‘““ Doric ' itself, is a dialect of Anglo-Saxon but little mixed with Gaelic,
and often purer English—that is, having more Teutonic or Gothic elements
—than literary English. It is just as much English as the tongue of
America is, and is so recognised by all sane Scotch writers, past and
present, including Sir Walter Scott. Better teaching in the public schools
of the history of the spoken language would do much to lessen the cloud of
ignorance prevailing, and prevent misdirected efforts like the attempted
Gaelic or Celtic revival, the substitution of ** British ' for ** English,” etc.

But what warrant has Mr. David Macrae to speak for Scotland ? He
says he represents 104,647 Scotchmen who signed his petition. But what
are 104,647 to the total population of all Scotland? Mr. Macrae, in fact,
speaks but for a minority, and that a Gaelic, as distinct from a Saxon or
Lowland Scotch, one. It is the old story of the tail seeking to wag the
head, the cart leading the horse. The answer made by the Queen, through
Lord Balfour of Burleigh, to the petition, in which the agitation is dubbed
as *'ridiculous,” is very just. I conclude my observations with quoting
this :—‘* Britain ' and * British ’ are in not infrequent use, and are in some
connections most appropriate; but while their use would satisfy us, it
would not be an accurate obedience to any provision of the statute book,
and it would give our Irish fellow-subjects a grievance in respect that their
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rights were altogether disregarded. Briton,' in spite of one well-known
instance, is quite out of date for general use, and is even slightly ridiculous.”
But Lord Balfour allows there is ground for charging Englishmen generally
with an ‘‘ unfair and aggressive feeling of national vanity " in this matter.

As a contribution to a future monograph on the ** Danes in Ireland,” and
Viking remains there, which I trust some Viking will presently undertake,
I give this additional cutting anent the artificial permutation of personal
names in Ireland :—* At the time of the Union there was a rage among
well-to-do Irishmen to put de before their names—the Lancys became De
Lancys, plain Mullins became De Molyns, and the Baths, De Bathes.”

THE entertaining journal Modern Society makes the following appreciative
observations on the Viking Club :—

‘“ When the promised history of clubs is written, it is to be hoped that its com-
piler will have included descriptions of those which exist, as it were, beneath the
surface. There are in London innumerable associations conducted on the lines of
quaint traditions that have no /ocus standi in the clubland of the West End,
though they often serve for the bringing together of notable men distinguished in
science, art, or, more generally, letters. Such is the Viking Club. The members
are, of course, not real Vikings, or descendants of Vikings, but they preserve the
social customs of the Scandinavian pirates, the President being called the ‘Viking-
Jarl the Secretary the * Umboths-Man,’ the Treasurer the ‘Skatt-Master,” and
the Editor the ‘Saga-Master." The idea is not to perpetuate the literary achieve-
ments of the legendary freebooter, but to unearth the folklore of the North, and
to do something to keep the high time of the Vikings from being forgotten. The
members meet and read papers, and otherwise amuse themselves in an icy, Arctic
sort of way."

A slight error is coatained in the statement that the members of the Viking
Club are not * descendants of Vikings,” as many, or most, of them, if
genealogical, historical, and other evidence have weight, can certainly claim
that honour.

To judge from his writings, Mr. Rider Haggard is no higher informed
than the very average Englishman regarding the early facts of his nation’s
history and of his race. It is difficult to say whether the extracts below
from ** King Solomon’s Mines " are satire or serious, and whether the text
or the footnote is to be taken as expressing the author’s own views.
Certainly the footnote has a touch of Mrs. Malaprop about it, which is not
also absent from this author's other lucubrations on kindred subjects in
other of his works :—

“* One a gentleman, of about thirty, was perhaps the biggest-chested and longest-
armed man I ever saw. He had yellow hair, a thick yellow beard, clear-cut
features, and large grey eyes set deep in his head. I never saw a finer-looking
man, and somehow he reminded me of an ancient Dane. . . . And, by the way,
it is a curious thing, and just shows how the blood will out, I discovered afterwards
that Sir Henry Curtis is of Danish blood.”

Mr. Rider Haggard then adds the following as a footnote :—

* Mr. Quatermain’s ideas about ancient Danes seem to be rather confused ; we
have always understood that th:y were dark-haired people. Probably he was
thinking of Saxons.—EDITOR.”
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“TreE Saint-Clairs of the Isles,” by R. W. Saint-Clair (H. Brett,
Auckland, N.Z.), claims to be a history of the Sea Kings of Orkney and
the Sinclairs, their Scottish successors. The claim is sufficiently com-
prehensive, but it must be admitted that Mr. St. Clair has performed the
task he set before himself. The work gives a fairly complete account of
the Norsz period, and exhaustive pedigrees of the various lines of the
Orkney Earls. The Saint-Clair line, with all its branches and allied
families, are, of course, very fully dealt with, while a chapter is devoted to
other leading Orcadian families. The work is fully illustrated by various
charters and genealogical tables, as well as by quotations from the Sagas,
histories, and legends bearing on the subject. It contains besides a map
of Caithness and the Isles and nearly fifty engravings, some of them of
great interest. The time and labour which the author must have spent
on his work cannot possibly be adequately recompensed by any profit he
may reap from it, for the work is produced in a style that does credit to
our kinsmen in New Zealand, where it has found a publisher, But Mr.
St. Clair will find his reward in the knowledge that his work will be
invaluable to all students of the subject, and that he has done his task so
thoroughly that no one is likely to try the vain task of gleaning in his
footsteps.

THE Globe of the 5th July, 1900, had the following paragraph : —

‘“The East London Water Company, in excavating their new reservoirs at
Tottenham marshes, have made a discovery of unique interest. A war vessel, go
feet long with a beam of 26 feet, made of oak and elm, has been dug up in an
almost complete state. From several special indications archaologists claim to
give the exact date of the vessel. The form of the rivets proves that she is of
Danish build, and it is not an outrageous inference to argue that the ship belonged
to the Danes who were defeated by King Alfred in the Lea Valley in 894 A.D. At
any rate, the conjecture is plausible, and—a somewhat rare occurrence—archao-
logists are in agreement.”

The delight which this interesting discovery naturally evokes was subse-
quently rudely checked. In answer to enquiries, the Secretary of the East
London Waterworks Company wrote :—

““I regret to tell you that the unfortunate publicity as to the discovery of the
ancient ship in Tottenham Marsh caused a huge crowd to collect early on the
Sunday morning following, who, in spite of the efforts of the Company’s men and
the police, smashed the whole of the uncovered portion and carried the fragments
away as relics. This is one of the most scandalous pieces of vandalism I have
ever known, but we were powerless to prevent it. The remaining portion of the
boat will be excavated during the summer, but I have given the Contractors the
strictest instructions to keep it perfectly secret.”

No comment can express the feeling of horror which the terms of the above
communication give rise to.

ONE of the very active representatives of the Viking Club in the United
States is Miss Cornelia Horsford, Jarla-kona, who not only spends her
money but her time and exertions in the furtherance of Viking research.
On December 2gth, 1898, she read a paper before the Tenth Annual
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Meeting of the American Folklore Society, at Columbia University, New
York, on ** A Tradition of Shelter Island, N.Y.,” which offers points of
interest to others besides her then hearers. She said :—

“ The eastern end of Long Island, New York, is divided into two long points
which partially enclose a bay. The northern point is named Orient, and the
southern, which is longer, is named Montauk. Between these points lies Gar-
diner’s Island, and within the bay thus sheltered from the ocean is Shelter Island.
One of the natural curiosities of Shelter Island is what appears to be a footprint in
a rock. This footprint is that of a right foot. The impression of the heel and
instep is deep and well formed, but the toe-prints are lost where the rock slopes
suddenly away. ‘T'he tradition about this is that when the IEvil Spirit left the
island he took three long strides—the first on Shelter Island, the second on Orient
Point, and the third on Montauk, whence he plunged into the sea. The rock on
which there was a corresponding footprint at Orient Point has been removed to the
rooms of the Long Island Historical Society in Brooklyn. It is said on Shelter
Island that if anyone makes a wish when he places his foot into this footprint for
the first time, he will certainly get it. This, unfortunately, is not true ; but another
saying, that the footprint will fit the right foot of anyone, from a little child to the
largest man, is a striking fact; for as the bottom is narrow and the top wide, and
there is no limit in length, it supports comfortably any foot that is placed in it.
Finally, it is said that no horse will pass this stone without being seized with terror
on drawing near it, snorting, rearing, and trembling in every limb. A similar
story is told about another rock on Shelter Island, where the notorious pirate,
Captain Kidd, is supposed to have murdered and buried a young woman. This
rock is also said to be an object of terror to horses, who, so the story says, cannot
be safely ridden near enough to see it.

«« It is these sayings about fear in horses to which I wish to draw your attention.
Why should a horse be supposed to dread the scene of a crime, or the footprint of
Satan? These traditions are evidently Old World stories transferred to a new and
suitable scene. The opportunity to secure a wish, the footprint of the devil, and
the three long leaps, are all familiar to us in English folklore. If we look for a
more serious cause for some of these traditions than that of the gossip of the
countryside in England, we must pass beyond the limits of what can be proved at
present. A possible origin for these stories occurred to me lately while reading a
paper in the Saga-Book of the Viking Club of London, named, Odinic Traces in
Somerset,’ by the Rev. Charles W. Whistler. Mr. Whistler says *that the thing
that is never forgotten in a district is a terror. Often the latest terror will absorb
into its own story the legends of the older days,” and * one can trace the remains of
the past beliefs in many ways as colouring the thoughts of our people, and in
nothing more than in the matter of the one terror of our faith—the fear of the
spiritual enemy, the Power of Evil. The fear of the old gods has been, not replaced
by, but transmuted into, the fear of Satan. And this is natural ; for to the early
converts from heathenism the sway of the pagan deities represented the power of
evil from which they had escaped, and to their minds Satan was to a certain extent
typified in the likeness and with the ways of them, as they had been wont to fear
them.” Mr. Whistler then traces several of the Somerset traditions back to an
Odinic origin. Among them is a story about footprints of the devil which are still
to be seen on the rocks. Two stories are about the ‘wild hunt.” Once a man
saw it pass in the air over him. The rider stayed to speak to him, to his terror,
for he saw that the huntsman was the devil, and that he rode a great sow. *‘‘‘Good
fellow, now tell me, how ambles my sow?” ‘‘Eh, by the Lord! her ambles well
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now !"” the man answered. But the pious emphatic was not to be withstood by the
fiend, and he vanished in a flash of fire.” In this tradition Mr. Whistler sees Frey
mounted on his golden-bristled boar, Gullinbursti, transmuted into the devil, while
his boar, for the sake of the rhyme, is changed into a sow. In another story the
appearance of a headless man riding on a black horse is supposed to have been the
hooded Odin; and in a third, the wild huntsman riding on a headless horse
suggests that the horse was headless from his sacrifice to Thor at the Vé. Horse
sacrifice was the cause of much trouble in England in the old days, asit was to
King Olaf Tryggvasson in the far North.

‘““Is it possible that these stories about the terror of horses for the scene of a
crime, and for the footprint of Satan, may have come down from the time of the
confusion of the Christian and old Norse faiths in England, when, if a crime had
been committed, the wrath of the Asir must be appeased by the sacrifice of a
horse ; and likewise when Satan, invested with the character of the northern gods,
would be supposed to desire for himself their ancient sacrifice, a horse ?”

For the furtherance of Norse research, the National Geographical
Society of the United States offered in December, 1898, two prizes, of 150
and 75 dollars respectively, for the best and second best essays on the
pre-Columbian discoveries and settlements of the Norsemen on the main-
land of North America, and on the location of the lands mentioned in the
Icelandic Sagas. The competition was to close on December 31st, 1899,

Two little volumes, published by Herra Bjoérn jonsson, Reykjavik, are
worthy of being brought to the notice of the Viking Club. They are
entitled ‘* Fornségupeettir,” and are by Palmi Pailsson and Thérhallur
Bjarnarson. They coansist of extracts from Icelandic Sagas, Edda, etc.,
and supply amateurs of Icelandic with easy text-books at the small cost of
1 krone each, or for a postal order to the value of 1s. 6d.

“ Tue Cult of Othin: an Essay on the Ancient Religion of the North,"
by H. M. Chadwick (London : Messrs. C. J. Clay and Sons. Price 2s.6d)),
is an able attempt to ascertain the characteristics of the worship of Odin
in the North, its identity with that of the ancient Continental Germans,
and the date of its introduction to the Northern nations. As to the
identification of the personality of Wodin, the writer, who of all things is
independent, is unconvinced that '* Woden is the deified Wode,” and
suspects an outside origination—Slavic or Gaulish. He places himself
thus at issue with many leading German and Scandinavian authorities.
With regard to the characteristics of Odin worship, human sacrifices are
proven, both voluntary and involuntary, by hanging and stabbing. Female
seli-sacrifice, similar to, but not exactly identical with, the Indian suttee, is
also shown to have existed. The date of the introduction of Odin worship,
as also of the origin of runes, in the North, is very elaborately investi-
gated, the author contending for a date hardly later than the end of the
first century after Christ. On the theory of the tracing of certain phases
of Odin mythology to Christian sources, the author declares himself at
issue with the views of Munch and Bugge. The work is a valuable con-
tribution to a subject on which little light has yet been thrown, the author's
logical and clear style showing a thorough grasp of the main points at issue.

0
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The popular price at which the work is got out should ensure alone, apart
from its inherent recommendations, its acquisition by every Viking.

TrrLe Page and Index of Vol. I. are unavoidably held over, and will be
published at an early date.

DEATH-ROLL.

Tue Club has to deplore the death of one of its Jarla-men, Sir Henry
E. L. Dryden, Bart.,, which took place on July 24th, 1899. Sir Henry
Dryden was a lineal descendant of the great poet, John Dryden, and was
born on August 17th, 1318.

As an antiquary and archaeologist Sir Henry Dryden was looked upon
as one of the greatest authorities in the country, and, in fact, his skill and
knowledge in that direction were most extensive and much sought in
solving many problems in connection with antiquarian and archzological
research, not only in his native county, but in various parts of the country.
His lectures on prehistoric times always drew large audiences, and were
of a most interesting and instructive character, and gave full proof of
the fund of knowledge possessed by him in the particular subjects he dealt
with. His annual lectures and talks in Northampton were looked forward
to with great interest, and in these his facts and figures were always
enlivened by a remarkable flow of wit and humour. Not only did he
Jecture in his own county, but he also annually visited Wolverton, Ban-
bury, and Oxford. His style of delivery was unique, and truly his own,
and whatever subject he dealt with, be it dry or otherwise, he never failed
to make it attractive and generally acceptable. He had in the past taken
his part in the annual meetings of the Archzological and the British
Associations, and his views and criticisms on the various subjects discussed
were closely watched. Sir Henry used for some years to spend the summer
months in Orkney, where he was engaged in making measured drawings
of the Cathedral Church of St. Magnus at Kirkwall. These drawings
were published in a handsome folio, and formed the Transactions of the
Architectural Institute of Scotland for the years 1868-71. Throughout the
Islands of Orkney, and even as far as Shetland, Sir Henry's name was a
passport. Sir Henry was an honorary member of the Scottish Society of
Antiquaries, a position accorded to him in recognition of his work at
Orkney, and for many years President -of the Oxfordshire Archaological
Society. He accepted in 1892 the office of Jarla-man of the Viking Club,
in whose aims and doings he took considerable interest, although circum-
stances did not allow him to be present at its meetings.
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