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Truths in Njdls saga', in R. Simek et al. eds. Sagnaskemmtun.
Studies in Honour of Hermann Pdlsson (HBN, 1986), 287-96.
Following the artistic rather than the moral effect of
technique at this level is Peter Hallberg's 'Nagra
anteckningar om replik och dialog i Njals saga’, in Kurt
Rudolph et al. eds., Festschrift Walter Baetke (HBN, 1966), 130-
50.

In a very general way, the most persistent feature in
critical understanding of Njdls saga is an interpretation of
the saga as a vehicle for the comparative examination of
traditional, heroic ethics, in which the concept of 'honour’
is a major factor, against broadly contrasting, medieval
Christian ideals. This division is clearly presented in Oskar
Bandle's article (as noted above). On traditional moral
attitudes, see Nanna Olafsdéttir, 'Nokkur
menningarsoéguleg demi Gr Njalu', Sk 151 (1977), 59-72.
Carola L. Gottzmann, Njdls saga. Rechisproblematik im Dienste
sozio-kultureller Deutung (Peter Lang: Europdische
Hochschulschriften Reihe 1 Bd.577, 1982), studies the legal
and social institutions portrayed in Njdls saga exhaustively in
these terms. On the issue of feud, see William Ian Miller,
"The Central Feud in Njdls saga', Sagas (1989), 293-322, a
slightly revised version of the author's 'Justifying
Skarphedinn: Of Pretext and Politics in the Icelandic
Bloodfeud', $S 55(4) (1983), 316-44, and Jesse L. Byock,
Feud in the Icelandic Saga (UCP, 1982), especially pp.161-90.
Lars Lonnroth, 'The Noble Heathen: A Theme in the
Sagas’, SS 41(1), 1-29, looks at the Christian-pagan
dichotomy at the level of character, and with reference to
the concept of 'heroism'. See also Peter Hallberg, The
Icelandic Saga (as above), 110-3, and Robert Cook, 'The
effect of the conversion in Njdls saga', in Preprints of the
Eighth International Saga Conference (GOteborg Universitat,
1991), 94-102, on pagan and Christian characters, and
George Clark, 'Beowulf and Njdls saga' (as above) on
Skarphedinn.

Closely involved with the recurrent topic of 'character’
are the issues of gender and sexuality. A number of papers
on this topic that appeared quite close together are Helga
Kress, 'Ekki hofu vér kvennaskap. Nokkrar laustengdar
athuganir um karlmennsku og kvenhatur i Njalu', in SR
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(1977), 293-313, reprinted in Norwegian as 'Manndom og
Misogyni. Noen refleksjoner omkring kvinnesynet i Njals
saga', Gardar X (1979), 35-51, a wide-ranging survey of
conventional gender attitudes; Marina Mundt, 'Kvinnens
forhold til ekteskapet i Njals saga', Edda LXXVI(1/2)
(1976), 17-25, a straightforward, inductive analysis of
women's expectations and experiences in marriage; and
Ursula Dronke, The Role of Sexual Themes in Njdils saga (VS:
Dorothea Coke Memorial Lecture in Northern Studies,
1980) — cf. Heather O'Donoghue, this volume. A. C.
Bouman, 'Literature and Myth, the picture of Hallgeror
Hoskuld's daughter’, in Patterns (1962), 3-13, offers a
straightforward summary of Hallgerdr as a character.

Of the verses within Njdls saga, Darradarljéd, a poem
associated with the Battle of Clontarf in Ireland on Good
Friday 1014, attracts particular interest. An important
article is Anne Holtsmark's '«Vefr Darradar»', MM 1939, 74-
96, explaining details of the poem in terms of the weaving
techniques that form its basic conceit, and offering a study
of the term darradr. Russell Poole's more recent
"Darradarlj6d 2: orum hraeladr', MM 1985(1-2), 87-94, offers
a further reading of a detail in the poem in the same
technical terms, and also provides a useful bibliography.

A general survey of recent topics of Njdls saga study
with a bibliography is provided by Jan Ragnar Hagland in
'Njals saga i 1970- og 1980-ara. Eit oversyn over nyare
forskning', Sc/ 38 (1987), 36-50.

Abbreviations

ANF Arkiv for Nordisk Filologi

Av Andvari

BM Bokaatgafa Menningarsj60s
Gr Gripla

HBN Hermann Béhlaus Nachfolger
HUP Harvard University Press

MM Maal og Minne

MS Mediaeval Scandinavia

Patterns (1962) A. C. Bouman, Patterns in Old English and Old
Icelandic Literature (Universitaire Pers Leiden:
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Leidse Germanistische en Anglistische Recks,
1, 1962).

Sagas (1989) John Tucker ed., Sagas of the Icelanders. A Book
of Essays (Garland, 1989).

SB Saga-Book

Scl Scripta Islandica
Sk Skirnir

Skand Skandinavistik

SR (1977)  Einar G. Pétursson et al. eds., Sjotiu RitgerOir
helgadar Jakobi Benediktssyni 20. juli 1977
(Stofnun Arna Magntssonar, 1977).

SS Scandinavian Studies

Stl Studia Islandica

UCP University of California Press

UNP University of Nebraska Press

VS The Viking Society for Northern Research

YUP Yale University Press





